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TILDEN PARK AS VIEWED FROM THE 
TILDEN BRAZIL BUILDING



3 MILLION EUCALYPTUS TREES PLANTED ON 3 THOUSAND ACRES

JOE FURTADO, HAVEN’S TREE 
PLANTING FOREMAN 1895 TO 1913





THEN THERE WAS THE 1923 BERKELEY FIRE 



3 MILLION EUCALYPTUS TREES AS MAPPED IN 1936





THEN THE 1991 FIRE





THE 1995 HILLS EMERGENCY FORUM PLAN WAS NOT USED TO DEVELOP A PROGRAMATIC EIR. 
IN 2005, AGENCIES DECIDED TO DEVELOP THEIR INDIVIDUAL PLANS AND CEQA PROCESS. 



THE PARK DISTRICT THEN COMPLETED ITS OWN 2010 PLAN/EIR- 
 TILDEN & WILDCAT VEGETATION AND PROJECT AREAS



EBRPD TILDEN 2010 PLAN/EIR FUEL TREATMENT POLYGONS



OAKLAND

DIABLO WINDS CAN RUIN
ANY FIRE MITIGATION PLAN  

40 to 60 mph ?



BERKELEY HILLS FIRE HISTORY



OAKLAND HILLS FIRE HISTORY



1,520 ACRE OAKLAND HILLS 
WILDFIRE IS 3RD MOST 

DESTRUCTIVE AND DEADLY 
FIRE IN CALIFORNIA HISTORY



THREE CURRENT AGENCY VEGETATION AND FIRE MITIGATION PROJECTS

1- THE OAKLAND 2023 DRAFT VMP/EIR. JOAQUIN MILLER PARK PROJECT AREA 



JOAQUIN MILLER PARK FLAME LENGHS FROM THE OAKLAND 2023 DRAFT VMP/EIR



JOAQUIN MILLER PARK FIRE TYPE FROM THE OAKLAND 2023 DRAFT VMP/EIR



2- THE UC BERKELEY HILLS CAMPUS TREATMENT PROJECTS IN THE 2023 VMP/EIR

THREE CURRENT AGENCY VEGETATION AND FIRE MITIGATION PROJECTS



PREDICTED FLAME LENGTHS IN THE UC BERKELEY HILLS FINAL 2023 VMP/EIR
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3- EBRPD PROJECT TO TREAT DEAD OR HAZARDOUS EUCALYPTUS

THREE CURRENT AGENCY VEGETATION AND FIRE MITIGATION PROJECTS



EBRPD PROJECT AREAS FOR ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION  AND FUEL BREAKS





LRA ZONE MAP 
TO COME LATER THIS FALL
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THE CONSERVANCY BELIEVES OAKS ARE THE BEST HILL LANDSCAPE CHOICE 
 

       COAST LIVE OAKS                                                BLUE GUM EUCALYPTUS  
 
      A CALIFORNIAN NATIVE THAT IS FIRE-SAFE         AN AUSTRALIAN NATIVE THAT IS NOT FIRE-SAFE 

 
      60’ TALL & OPEN MOSAIC OF FUEL                       150’ TALL & DENSE MOSAIC OF FUEL 
 
  LITTLE MAINTENANCE REQUIRED                         HIGH MAINTENANCE REQUIRED  
 
      COMPATABLE WITH RESIDENTIAL AREAS            NOT APPROPRIATE IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS 
 
      MODERATE RISK TREES IN DIABLO WINDS          VERY HIGH RISK TREES IN DIABLO WINDS 
 
      CONSIDERED FIRE SAFE BY THE PUBLIC         GROWING PUBLIC CONCERNS ABOUT FIRE HAZARDS 
 
      EMBER TRANSPORT WELL UNDER 1/4 MILE        EMBER TRANSPORT WELL OVER 1 MILE 
 
      NOT DAMAGED BY FREESE OR DROUGHT            DAMAGED DURING  1972 FREEZE AND 2020 DROUGHT   
 
      SELF SUSTAINING OVER TIME                      150 YEAR HAZARD TREE RENOVATION CYCLE 
 
      SMALL EQUIPMENT- (STAFF- ARBORISTS)        LARGE EQUIPMENT- (FORESTERS-LOGGING) 
 
     $ 20,000 PER ACRE TERM OWNERSHIP COSTS       $200,000 PER ACRE TERM OWNERSHIP COSTS 
 
     CAN BE SAFE IN A MANAGED WUI LANDSCAPE    VERY FLAMMABLE IN A WUI LANDSCAPE            

 
     OAK WOODLANDS ARE CEQA EASY                        EUCALYPTUS FORESTS CAN BE CEQA DIFFICULT 
 
     NO CEQA OAK WOODLAND LAWSUITS                  FOUR “SAVE EUCALYPTUS” LAWSUITS- $300,000 COST   
 
     RELIABLE IN SHELTERED FUELBREAKS                    RISKY IN SHELTERED FUELBREAKS 
 
     LOW LIABILITY RISK- WOODLAND TREES                HIGH LIABILITY RISK- TALL EUCALYPTUS FOREST TREES 
 
     SUDDEN OAK DEATH (SOD) A THREAT                    AUSTRALIAN PATHOGENS & INSECTS A THREAT  
 
 SOME WANT LIVE OAKS RETAINED                          SOME WANT EUCALYPTUS TREES RETAINED 

                   
THE CONSERVANCY BELIEVES A THINNED EUCALYPTUS FOREST WITH NO UNDERSTORY IS 
NOT THE SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE NEEDED FOR OUR CHANGING CLIMATE AND 
INCREASING WILDFIRE RISKS.  
 
INSTEAD, THE OVERTOPPING EUCALYPTUS SHOULD BE REMOVED TO ALLOW FOR THE 
RESTORATION OF OAKS AND A MOSAIC OF OTHER APPROPRIATE NATIVES.  



ESTIMATED NUMBERS OF EUCALYPTUS, PINE, AND CYPRESS TREES



1973 to 1999-  LOGGING COSTS WERE $2,000/ACRE. LOGS WERE 
TRUCKED AND SOLD FOR PAPER OR FOR CO-GENERATION.

2023 to 2024- LOGGING COSTS ARE $21,000/ACRE FOR 445 ACRES 
AT CHABOT REGIONAL PARK. BIO MASS IS BURNED “ON SITE” IN 
A CARBONATOR TO REDUCE BIO MASS TONS, ELIMINATE 
TRUCKING COSTS, AND TO SAVE CARBON.

2010 to 2022-  LOGGING COSTS WERE $8,000/ACRE. LOGS WERE 
CHIPPED, TRUCKED, AND USUALLY SOLD FOR PAPER.

INCREASING LOGGING AND TREE REMOVAL COSTS

EBRPD LOGGING COST TRENDS

POTENTIAL REGIONAL COST



A 2023 HILL FOCUSED CITY AND COUNTY MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) IS 
NEARING COMPLETION TO ADDRESS REGIONAL POLICIES FOR WILDFIRE PREVENTION 

INSTEAD


